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DAN AND JAMIE DO IT AGAIN!!!!  

Submitted by Lucie Ricci  



HANDS will be provid-
ing funds in the 
amount of $6,600 to go 
towards NADY hiring 
two counselors specifi-
cally to support partici-
pants who have au-

tism. 

This will allow families 
to send their children, 
who have autism, to 
the NADY Summer 
Recreation Program 
without having to pay 
for a worker to accom-

pany them. 

It will keep the coun-
selor/participant ratio 
low enough to ensure 
the program has the 
supports in place so 
that each child can feel 
safe, valued, important 

and have lots of fun!!! 

ôHANDSõ HELPS NADY SUPPORT YOUTH 

WITH AUTISM  

RIBBON CUTTING CERMONY FOR NEW SNOEZELEN ROOM AT  

ONE KIDS PLACE  

ONE KIDS PLACE ROCKS!!!  
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The NADY Recreation Program has been accessing the amazing facilities at One Kids 
Place.  During the past school year, our participants have been having a great time 
using the gym, playing in the courtyard and on the out-door playground equipment, 
and of course watching the beautiful fish in the extra large aquarium located in the 
front entrance. 

We are looking forward to spending some time there this summer with our Summer 
Recreation Program. 

OKP is a community inclusive facility that brings everyone together under one roof. 

The PADDLE learning center has also been able to access facilities at  OKP. 

The latest addition to the facility is a ñSnoezelen Roomò (see below) - call 476.5437 to 
book a time. 

Community Living North Bay transferred 
its Snoezelen equipment to One Kids 
Place to expand access to a soothing 
environment offering controlled multi-
sensory stimulation for young and old. 
Comsatec Inc. Energy Management  
sponsored the room at the children's 
treatment centre.  Danny Guillemette, 
Rhiannon Vickers and Javan Levesque 

help cut the ribbon for the grand opening. 

THANKS TO 
MACôS 

STORE ON 
LAVERY 
STREET 

FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED 

SUPPORT 

TO NADY 



We are gearing up for 
eight weeks of summer 
fun.  NADY will be offer-
ing two eight week sum-
mer camps again this 
year.  The first day of 
camp is on July 5th at 
Calvin Church. 

The morning camp will  
be for children with spe-
cial needs ages 6 to 10.  
It will run from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. 

The afternoon camp will 
is available for youth with 
special needs ages 11 

and up.  The hours are 
from  1:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

The coordinators this 
summer will be Hannah 
Larivee and Laura      
Venasse.  We have an 
enthusiastic group of 
counselors waiting to 
provide a safe and fun 
environment for all partici-
pants.   

Registration forms are 
enclosed with this news-
letter.  You may also print 
one off of the NADY web-

page at www.nady.ca. 

The summer schedule 
will be posted soon on 
the website and they will 
also be handed out the 
first day of camp and at 
the family picnic. 

If you have any questions 
donôt hesitate to call 
Laura at 494.4798 or 
Hannah at 494.0844. 

You can also call the 
NADY office at 476.5437 
ext. 3550 and leave a 
message. 

comprehensive so-
lutions.  The organ-
izers, Julie Weir 
and Shannon 
Johnson, will begin 
with a presentation 
and an overview of 
current community 
supports and then 

This meeting will 
serve as an oppor-
tunity to discuss 
the availability and 
adequacy of local 
social services.  
We are looking for 
creative ideas 
moving towards 

the floor will be 
open for brain-
storming, discus-
sions and ques-
tions.  Refresh-
ments will be pro-
vided.  Please 
RSVP to Julie Weir 
at 474.5173 or 

NADY SUMMER PROGRAM ñSET TO GO!  

MEETING AT THE NORTH BAY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

THURSDAY, JUNE 3RD FROM 7 PM TO 9 PM  

NADY FAMILY PICNIC  

NADY FAMILY PICNIC  

SATURDAY, JUNE 12TH AT ONE KIDS 

PLACE LOCATED AT 400 MCKEOWN   

AVENUE ñ12:00 am to 3:30 pm  

RSVP TO JUDY CAMIRAND 497.1512  

CLOWNS, ENTERTAINMENT AND GREAT 

FOOD!  
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This meeting is not NADY 

organized or sponsored.   
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HEôS TRYING TO TELL YOU SOMETHING! 

When your child doesnôt speak, he canôt talk back.  If you swear, you donôt have to worry about him repeating you at an inoppor-
tune time.  And you always have someone to confide in, someone who will keep your secrets. 

It may seem odd to joke about something so serious, and I donôt  mean to be flippant about an issue that affects my son Carter so 
greatly,.  To quote Bill Cosby,: ñthrough humour, you can soften some of the worst blows that life delivers.ò Carter, 6 years old, 
has a wonderful sense of humour, so I wanted to preface this piece with something fun. 

Hereôs the more serious side of it.  Having a child who is non-verbal also means that when heôs sick or upset, he canôt tell me 
whatôs wrong or where it hurts.  As a mother I feel upset when I canôt comfort my son. 

In addition, even though Carterôs adept at communicating through sign language and gestures, only a handful of people are able 
to understand his unique form of communication.   He leads a sheltered life.  He goes to a regular school but heôs in a develop-
mental education classroom.  There, he spends the day with eight classmates and educational assistants and his teacher.  He 
comes home from school and has therapy for a couple of hours and then he eats supper, plays in the backyard or watchesTV.  
He is involved in after-school programs for children with special needs. 

Carter was born with Pierre Robin Sequence and a cleft palate.  He had his cleft palate surgically repaired when he was one.  
Three years passed, each  marked by my husband saying: ñI really thought that he would have been talking by now.ò 

A psycho-education assessment at four showed that Carter fell within the range of mild to moderate mental retardation.  We didnôt 
find out that he had apraxia until last year when we had him assessed by a 
speech therapist from the U.S. who specialized in oral motor issues.  When the 
therapist diagnosed Carter with child- hood apraxia of speech, I cried.  Hearing 
her confirm what I had long suspected made me feel validated.  Finally a profes-
sional was willing to put a name to my sonôs speech disorder.   

Other professionals had been forthright in telling me that Carterôs lack of speech 
had nothing to do with his cleft palate, but when I asked specifically about 
apraxia, I was given vague responses like: ñItôs too early to tellò or ñHeôs still 
young.  A lot of developing can happen over the next few years.ò   

Carter takes weekly therapeutic riding lessons.  I stand with the other families 
watching, full of pride as he circles the arena on his horse, led by two volunteers.  
He points to things around the arena and signs repeatedly, trying to tell his help-
ers what colour this or that is or what animal he sees in pictures displayed on the walls.  It breaks my to watch him try so hard to 
make conversation when I know that the volunteers donôt know what he is saying.  They smile  politely and walk along with him, 
guiding his horse and reminding him to hold on. 

ñBut heôs trying to tell you something!ò I want to shout.  ñHeôs telling you that that little girlôs coat is red.  He has to let go of the 
saddle and use his hand and finger to sign RED.ò The other riders chat with their volunteers as they pass by and I catch myself 
feeling cheated.  These children have such ease in their interactions.  My sonôs attempts to relate seem so foreign.  And then I 
start thinking about the variety of needs the riders have.  I consider the ongoing struggles caused by each disability and I wonder: 
ñwould I trade my sonôs inability to speak for a different disability?ò 

The idea seems ludicrous.  I feel guilty and callous just thinking about it.  Yet as a parent, is it not human to experience thoughts 
like: ñIôm so grateful my child doesnôt have that ñor ñAt least my child is able to do this?ò  In my sonôs case, I can list a number of 
things I am grateful for. 

But I canôt stop myself from longing for the day when I can say: ñIôm just grateful that he can talkò. 

 

Stacey Moffat is a teacher, writer and mother to three who lives in Kitchener, Ontario. 


